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“Greet each day humbly, giving all thanks to the Creator.”
Challenging times such as these undoubtedly bring a shared sense of
precariousness. No matter how stable our perceived footing, the financial,
mental and emotional pitfalls that are so constant these days can besiege even the strongest individuals
at a moment’s notice. It is with that ingrained humility we continue to perform our vital outreach work for
our community’s most vulnerable citizens.
We begin this week’s report, with an update on the assembly and delivery of our Ma Mawi Emergency
kits. This work has continued unabated and the needs are greater than ever.
During the week of April 20-27, we delivered the following:

o
o
o
o
o

3035 Total Emergency Food Kits
53 Emergency Food Kits to New Families in Our Care
416 Emergency Food Kits to Elders
275 Emergency Food Kits to Children under the age of 5
Since March 19 we have delivered over 20,000+ Emergency Food Kits

These are just some of the remarkable numbers we are seeing on a weekly basis. The work is also not
going unnoticed or unappreciated. One of the fathers in our Family Group Conferencing (FGC)
program was quick to share his gratitude for our current heart medicine work.
“During this time of quarantine, my FGC Mentor continues to support me, daily phone calls, home
visits, delivering essential items, I have really missed being at the Bears Den at King Street which
is my safe place, but I am grateful my FGC Mentor continues to support me through this, they
have made it a little easier to deal with, they didn’t forget about us and for that I appreciate them
so much more, thank you Ma Mawi!”
Every member of our community is precious. However,
we are more than mindful of the toll the COVID-19
Pandemic is taking on our Elders. Imagine not being
able to be in the same room, let alone not being allowed
to hold your children or grandchildren. So many of our
Elders also thrive in communal surroundings. Events like
pow wows, feasts and even bingos are now on hold
indefinitely. This kind of isolation coupled with the
physical vulnerability our Elders have to the coronavirus
is difficult at best.
Our Elders are invaluable resources. Not only as parents,
grandparents, aunties and uncles, but also as keepers of
history and traditional knowledge. Their advice and wisdom
mean so much during turbulent times. With all of this in
mind, one of our staff members, Anthony Niigganii, from
Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata’s Centre’s Winnipeg Friendship
Centre Program collaborated with another colleague to
come up with a unique initiative to help let our Elders know
they are not forgotten or alone during their isolation.

They created cut out “hugs” to be included in our emergency kits destined for Elders. Anthony put out a
video call to come adorn the “hugs” with messages of love and encouragement. The response was
amazing and the completed “hugs” are now being delivered.
There are so many amazing initiatives and stories that have emerged since commencing our COVID-19
response efforts. Many of those are come from the efforts of our ever-growing volunteer base.
In this report, we want to introduce you to Vince Sansregret. Since
we started our emergency food service in March, Vince has been
volunteering with Ma Mawi, six days a week. At the beginning of
April, we started preparing food kits for community members housed
at The Kings and Mount Royal hotels in the downtown core. Vince
stepped up to help deliver 42 emergency kits to those hotels. It
should be noted, that these buildings have little in the way of
amenities including no access to stoves or refrigerators.
Vince quickly learned that for many of the occupants, the emergency
kits are their only consistent meal of the day. Vince tells us that at
first, the folks living in the hotels were apprehensive to receive their
kits. Now after several weeks of service and human connection, they
look forward to seeing him every day. Vince has also added the
Sutherland Hotel to his rounds. Vince, we are so grateful for the gifts
you bring and for opening your heart.
Gratitude forms the
basis of all that we
doing at this time. We rely so much on the continued
support of our funders and donors to help see us through
this global health crisis.
This week, we have to give special acknowledgement
and gratitude to a new corporate partner. In a joint
announcement with the Province of Manitoba, TELUS
has stepped up with a donation of tablets and data plans
to be used by our younger community members who are
having to continue their schooling at home and on-line.
Ma Mawi will receive 11 tablets and they will be
dispersed to children in our care homes. A donation like
this can give a child a glimpse of hope under the most difficult of circumstances. We are beyond grateful
to now ensure children are connected to their families.
However, the needs are still significant. All indications are, we will be dealing with this pandemic for many
months to come and we are in urgent need of a number of items to support the people we serve such as;
o
o
o
o

Cleaning supplies and laundry soap
Hygiene items including body wash, toothpaste & razors
Baby shampoo and diapers
Porridge, Cereal and Peanut butter and jam

For more information on our current needs or for ways you can help us carry out our life-saving efforts,
please visit https://www.mamawi.com/opportunities/donate/
One of our core values is reciprocity. We know first hand how vital it is to openly ask and receive help.
Whatever your support looks like, know that it is being accepted with graciousness and humility.
Miigwetch, Ekosani, Wopida, Thank you and Merci!

